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Selected and edited by Denes Agay

1.396 Tony Pastor’s Music Hall in New York—a legendary showcase for
Muul entertainers of the day—advertised the appearance of “Ben R. Har-
_ uﬂ:nr, musician and comedian; originator of the only absolute novelty in | 3 A
thi ason’s vaudevilles; piano playing in syncopated or ‘rag time’, singing his own Sl
e s and doing his original dancing.” The act was an inﬁ:um hit; rag- '

f.‘ff ﬁmo md cake walk swept the country and became a natioail cm

' To be hutomn{ly accurate, Ben H‘mw was not the “ei ofﬁil , r
- ly new style of popular piano music. For mm ”l" oty ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂi‘ %
pianists, including the immensely gifted Scott |I‘Mm e

| spectability, and entbusistic acceptance.

Ragtime is characterized by a strongly syncopated melody in the treble against a

~steady, regularly accented accompaniment in the left hand. The form is adapted
from the 19th century instrumental dance patterns, the march, the polka, and the

quadrilla a sequence of four or five sixteen-measure sections, each repeated, with T e

an occasional reprise of the main theme. Into this traditional European mold the

foremost creators of ragtime piano music, Scott Joplin, James Scott, Joseph F. 2o

. Lamb and a few others, were able to infuse so much melodic originality and

g rhyt.hmlc vitality, that through them, ragtime became an indigenous, beguiling

. American idiom, one of the main sources of jazz.

~ The Joy of Ragtime includes the best and most durable examples of this unique - . %
~ musical heritage in an approximately graded sequence. The works are in their - B M)
original forms, unless it is indicated that they were edited or arranged. Some ool s
simplified rags appear in the first half of the volume to furnish a repertory of . S,
appealing solos for the easy grades. |

The music in this collection covers the golden age of ragtime, 1896 through 1917. e P “
Its current renaissance firmly and joyously attests to ragtime’s indestructibility O O S
and its solid musical values. . s
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Cakewalk Parade

1. Fly, You Blackbirds

From Brainard's

Arranged by Demes Agay
Ragtime Collection

Moderately lively * (1899)
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2. Mississippi Rag

W. H. Krell
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3. Smoky Mokes
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The Entertaliner
A Ragtime Two-Step

Simplified arrangement by Denes Agay

' Scott Joplin
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The Bos’n Rag

Moderate march tempo

Fred S.Stone
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Lively Cakewalk
4

Ragtime Song Fest

1. Hello,Ma Baby
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2 Mister Johnson, Turn Me Loose
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3. Rufus, Rastus, Johnson Brown
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4. Living a Ragtime Life
Roberts-Jefferson
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Black and White Rag

Edited by Denes Agay
Moderately lively George Botsford
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Cotton Bolls

Lively Tempo di Rag Charles Hunter
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Mandy's Broadway Stroll

Thomas E. Broady
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Edited by Denes Agay

Classical Rag

“Kyrene”

Slow two - step tempo
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elected themes
edited by Denes Agay

Joplin Gallery

Not fast (“Weeping Willow ")
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* The three sections of this selection may be played separately or in sequence .
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e Strenuous Life”)
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Peaches and Cream

Edited by Denes Agay

Ragtime tempo (Not fast)
C ‘AT

Percy Wenrich
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The St.Louis Rag
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Calico Rag

Two-Step
Moderate rag tempo
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“Ragtime” march tempo
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Kansas City Rag

Not too fast

23

James Scott
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Slow march tempo

The Chrysanthemum

An Afro-American Intermezzo

Scott Joplin
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Repeat from %% with second ending
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Tempo di Marcia

Maple Leaf Rag

%r,

Scott Joplin
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Slow waltz time

Pleasant Moments

Ragtime Waltz
Scott Joplin
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Slow march tempo
Cm

Ragtime Nightingale

g —

A

o

=
2

L]

-
&

ht
Cw

Used by permission of Edwin H. Morris & Company, Inc.




73










76

Frog Legs Rag

James Scott
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